CHAPTER X
ALEXANDRIAN POETRY

c IL a fait par ses vcrs plus de mal que dc bien,5  These

are words of the French historian Burnouf, writing

of Theocritus.   It is a mistaken criticism which thus

regards Theocritus merely as a pastoral poet, and

proceeds to attribute to him, as the father of pastoral

poetry, all the shortcomings of his literary descendants.

Besides rural idylls, Theocritus wrote short heroic

poems, or epic moments, as they may be called,

dramatic dialogues, and occasional poems.   There is

no reason to suppose that, disgusted with life at the

court of Ptolemy Philadclphus, he turned to the

delineation of a mode of life charming in its simplicity,

and setting at defiance all the conditions of a rural

existence.   His work was not inspired by sentiments

like those of Lady Wishfort, for example, in Congreve's

Way of the World, who, feeling the tedium of a life of

constant intrigue, a tedium which not even occasional

quotations from cthe natural, easy Suckling5 can dispel,

thinks of turning shepherdess, of retiring cto deserts

and solitudes, and feeding harmless sheep by groves

and purling streams.5   Theocritus5 pictures of rural

life are not the dreams of an Alexandrian citizen, but

transcripts from reality.   They paint life as he saw it

for himself in the land of Sicily, the ideal country for

shepherds, presenting a striking contrast to the cold

surroundings of northern rustics.   The singing-match,
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